Pastor Castro shares a new way of preaching in Latvia  (from The Cambridge News, May 19, 2005, edited)


Pastor Bob Castro of Rockdale Lutheran Church has just returned from his 17th trip to Latvia where he spent time preaching, singing to children and sharing his ideas on a new way of preaching that takes into consideration the changes in society.  


Castro started his trips to Latvia as a lawyer in September of 1992.  He was a legal consultant in Latvia at the time, but also had given a lot of time helping the church back home, which opened the door to his Latvian excursions.


“The reason they were interested in having me go to Latvia is because I was teaching middle school Sunday school, I had been a lay confirmation teacher, I had led Bible studies and I had been preaching as a lay person,” Castro said.  “So, a lot of things I was doing in Latvia were already ministry-related and things I would do as a pastor.”


While helping in Latvia, Castro was approached about the possibility of becoming a pastor and entered the seminary as a full-time student in September of 1994.  He became the pastor of Rockdale Lutheran Church about six years ago and has made numerous trips to Latvia over the last 13 years….Castro has helped to renovate a church, minister in an orphanage and has become a welcome face in his “home parish” in Latvia.


Castro started work on a doctorate degree in the area of preaching approximately two years ago where he has been researching what he calls, “Preaching in a Postmodern Culture.”  His doctorate work was the reason for his recent trip to Latvia, April 2005.


“I was invited by the Archbishop to come to Latvia and lead a seminar for the pastors of the Lutheran Church there on the topic of Preaching in a Postmodern Culture,” Castro said.  “It was a one-day seminar in two different cities on two different days.  That was the main reason for this trip, to talk to pastors about changing the way they preach to take into account the changes that have happened in our culture.  That’s what my doctoral studies in Chicago are about.”…”This is what I was sharing with the pastors in Latvia.  They have a traditional church system.  This is very new to them.  It is not new in this country at all.  It’s been going on here for decades.  It is very new there.  It’s very hard for them to understand that they may have to change the way they do things.”


Castro stated the pastors in Latvia are already starting to see the effect of postmodernism.  Many of the youth in Latvia don’t attend church because, “they have no idea what is being said.”


While giving his lectures in Latvia, Castro was happy to see there were pastors willing to make the change and who have been practicing this already.  But still, Castro expects many of the older pastors to fight the change and pretend everything will be OK if they ignore the changes….


Castro will finish his doctorate work in May of 2006 and is planning to go back to Latvia to conduct hands-on workshops for the pastors there.  His hope is that pastors will embrace his ideas and at least consider the possibility so the Lutheran Church can continue to thrive.

